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against Nicaragua 

. By HARRISOK EÁINIE md BARBAEA RFTra 


President lnsisted “we are complyinp 
with .tbe law“ that bars covert aid to 
Enerrillas trTing to overthmw the 
Nicaraguan govenunent “We are com- 
plving with that fuUy."- 

“Anything we are doing in that area 
ís jimply trying to interdict supply 
lines, wfaich are supplying the guerril- 
Us in E1 Salvador," Reagan asserted. 
The U.S.-backed regime in E1 Saivador 
bas battled ieftist guerrillas with li- 
mited suecess for nearly four years. 

Reagan denounced Nicaragua for 
itself “tiymg to overthrow the govern- 
ment oí e neighboring country, E1 
Salvaaor, which has a duly elected 
govemment and which is going to bold 
anoíher election before this year is 
ouL" 

THE ADMINISTRATION has come 
under bitter attack ,by congressmen 
who fear the U.S. has violated the 
charter of tbe Organization oí Amer- 
ican Síates and also U.S. laws that 
íorbid any covert operaüon to over- 
throw the Nicaragua govemmenL 

Congressmen wbo havé traveied to 
the region— or have received intelli- 
gence brieíings bv the CIA and State 
Uepartment— chtrged that U.S. covert 
operations have gone beyond Washing- 


,ton’s goal of intercepting anns ship- 
ffiente. The congressmen charge the 
U-S- » actively training and supporüng 
groups that aim -to overthrow the 
Nicaraguan regime. .- 

"Reagan charged that Nicaregua bas 
amassed the largest army in the region, 
with 25,000 men, backed by a 50,000- 
troop militia, and armed w'ith sophisti- 
cated Sovietweapons. He charaeteráed 
its opposition as *a few thousand Mis- 
kito Indians antí gcerrillas" and sug- 
gestetí they .were too weak to pose a 
challenge to Nicaragua’s “great mili- 
tary foree:’ - 

REAGAN ALSO said the Nicare- 
guans broke their promise to hold 
oemocratic elections after they over- 
threw the late dictator Anartasiö Somo- 
aa in 1979. 

Reagan criticued U.S. laws that “re- 
strict foreign poiicy towards a single 
country* but he insisted Lhat his ad- 
ministration would never break such 
laws. . . 

However, those laws came under 
? e sterdey by other senior White - i 

S? use xi iiáK ' “ cludi OE counselor: 
Edwm Meese, as an “undesirable hindr- 
euce to American foreign policy. 
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